
       Providing Mobility and Independence for Texans with Visual Impairments

Dear Friend of Guide Dogs of Texas,

On behalf of the GDTX Board of Directors, I am pleased to announce that William F. "Billy" 
Rader will become our next CEO, effective January 24th, 2022. We selected Billy after an 
exhaustive, nation-wide search and selection process through which he quickly rose to the 
top of the list.

Billy's most recent nonprofit CEO experience was with Retrieving Freedom (Sedalia, MO), 
which trains service dogs for veterans and individuals with autism.  Prior to that, he was the 
CEO for Boys & Girls Club of the Ozarks (Branson, MO), and before that for 7hills Homeless 
Center (Fayetteville, AR). With his more than 25 years of success in senior leadership and 
management at diverse organizations, he will lead our talented team to the next level of 
success in meeting the needs of blind Texans for exceptional guide dogs.

Billy is excited to join our GDTX family and lead us in our important mission.  During his 
interview, he did a blindfold walk with trainer Jamie and guide dog Levi. Afterwards, he said, 
"This experience has profoundly affected me. By having to rely completely on a dog and 
another person for my safety, I can see how drastically life changes when you lose your 
vision." He later added, "I can't wait to begin working at GDTX.  Through teamwork, we are 
going to help a lot of people." 

I am also extremely pleased to honor current CEO Sandy Merrill's request to resume her 
"dream job" as a full-time guide dog mobility instructor (GDMI). As CEO for nearly eight 
years, she skillfully led our non-profit to a strong operational and financial position poised for 
continued success. At the same time, she has helped GDTX earn the reputation for breeding, 
training, and certifying guide dogs that are arguably among the best in the business.

Thank you so much for your continued support for Guide Dogs of Texas. We know you will 
welcome Billy, his wife Angie, and their family as they move from Missouri to join our GDTX 
team. The year 2022 is going to be a very exciting one for GDTX, and we wish you all the 
best in the new year.


